
Written submission from Angus Robertson 
 
Dear Ms Fabiani,  
 
Thanks for your letter and explanation about your committee’s remit. I can confirm that 
I have no relevant information “on the actions of the First Minister, Scottish 
Government and special advisors in dealing with complaints about Alex Salmond, 
former First Minister, considered under the Scottish Government’s ‘Handling of 
harassment complaints involving current or former ministers” and procedure and 
actions in relation to the Scottish Ministerial Code’”. It may be worth noting that the 
timeline of the drawing up of that aspect of the Scottish Ministerial Code was several 
months after I had ceased to be an MP, and by default, the SNP Westminster Leader.  
 
Specifically to your questions:  
 
Question One: Whether, in your capacity as leader of the SNP Group in the House of 
Commons, you had any interactions/communications with the First Minister, Scottish 
Government Officials or special advisers regarding any allegations or formal 
complaints against Alex Salmond about sexual harassment? Answer: No  
 
Question 2: If so, did they result in any actions being taken and if so what were these 
actions? Answer: N/A  
 
Question 3: Do you have any other information relevant to the Committee’s remit of 
considering the Scottish Government’s handling of complaints about Mr Salmond? 
Answer: No  
 
Since the matter has been raised in the Committee, and reported elsewhere, it is 
probably worth taking time to address one instance where unspecified behaviour was 
mentioned to me. In 2009 I was called by an Edinburgh Airport manager about Alex 
Salmond’s perceived “inappropriateness” towards female staff at the airport. I was 
asked if I could informally broach the subject with Mr Salmond to make him aware of 
this perception. I raised the matter directly with Mr Salmond, who denied he had acted 
inappropriately in any way. I communicated back to the Edinburgh Airport manager 
that a conversation had happened. The matter being resolved, and without a formal 
complaint having been made, it was not reported further.  
 
I hope this information helps you with your deliberations. 
 
Angus Robertson 
8 December 2020 


